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Cultural Environment Plan for Gammalsvenskby/Zmijivka in Ukraine

Introduction

With this document, we wish to inspire villagers and visitors to return, and local councils,
investors and other interested parties to contribute tedtestructiof the village in different
ways.

Gammalsvenskby is situated beside the Riweroin Kherson Oblast, in southern Ukraine.

The village was established and developed by the Hiilumaan Swedes in 1782 in connection with
the Russian colonisation of southern Ukraine. They retained their Swedish language and
traditions. Three German villagesewater established in thé' £t8ntury. Today the villages are
known collectively as Zmijivka. Most Swedes left Gammalsvenskby in 1929, but some remained.
In the Soviet era, the village was partiallsogtedtand new Soviet houses were built. The village
became part of independent Ukraine ispalel991.
invasion. First, it was occupied for nine months and has since then been badly bombed by
Russia. The vifla has now been largely deserted and is almost completely in ruins.

This cultural environment plan aims to create faith in the future by planning, preserving and
developing the cultural heritage as a basis and driving force for the reconstructioteamd long
development of the village. It is important to understandldgevdentity, its origins and

history, both for those living there and for visitors.

This document has been produced in 2025 by t
Cultural Heritage, financed by the Swedish Government via the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
contents have been produced wintirtmmenhe ai d of
Development Department, Beryslav Raion, interviews with Zmijivka inhabitants and other

experts on Gammalsvenskby or on cultural heritage.

The idea behind this was to supplement the reconstruction plan drawn up by Beryslav, in
cooperation with the Association of Ukrainian Cities 2022, which includes the essential
infrastructure. The plan, however, was rendered obsolete when the villtgyetotakyla

destroyed. There are, however, new plans for the reconstruction of the entire district, which have
been produced by US Aid and others, and are nitoelafe.

Vision and Aims

The objective of the production of a development plan is to create faith in the future and hope
amongst the population. That one day, they will be able to return to a village that is attractive to
live in, and rebuild their lives. Simultaneously, tigeevilih continue to be an interesting and
vibrant destination for visitors.

The objective is to produce a cultural environment plan with focus on cultural heritage and rural
development, with the aim of cautiously rebuilding Gammalsvenskby with due respect to its
unique cultural heritage, both as an important componentofth@ inha nt s 1 denti ty
attractive destination for visitors.
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The Historic Background of the Location of the Village

The site ofcammalsvenskby/Zmijivkaas been populated and used by people for thousands of
years. There are traces of human presence from as early as in the Stone Age,-when hunter
gatherers settled beside rivers and hunting grounds. For thousands of years, different nomadic
and equestriarepples have moved across the steppe, including Scythians, Sarmatians, Huns,
Khazars and Crimean Tatars, who have all left imprints on the landscape. Clear evidence of the
prehistoric significance can be found in the lang@ mound in the village centre, called

Storbacka. It is known as a kurgan, a Scythian tumulus from the Iron Age, from @@8ut 700

B.C., raised over prominent people. These graves were used both for burials and as landmarks,
clearly visible way acsdbe open steppe landscape. Several similar tumuli can be found in the
steppe beyond the village.

Later, the district was incorporatetl into th
century under the leadership of Rurik, the Swedish chieftain who became the founder of the

Rurik dynasty, which ruled there for hundreds of years. The Rprey ®hich flows past

Zmijivka, was amiportant part of the trade route which connected the North with the Black

Sea. There were thus Swedish connections with the region long before the Svenskbybor
established Gammalsvenskby in 1782.

During the Medieval Period, the region became a frontier between different sup@rpowers

including the Ottoman Empire and the Crimean Khanate. Remains of a Turkish fortress, called
Staroshvedkse or Stadsbacke in Swedish, can be found on a hilltopdetveedmgivka and

the Riveriproo remi nding us of the regionds strate

As from the 18 century, the Ukrainian Cossacks emerged as an independent force in the area.
They lived in villages called Sich and defended themselves against the Turks, Tatars and Russians
In the early 18century, the region became indirectly affected by the Great Northern War of
17001721, when Sweden and Russia vied for power in the Baltic Sea Regions. One important
event was the Battle at Poltava in 1709, when the Swedish army under the commig of Karl

along with the Ukrainian Cossack leader, lvan Mazepa, were defeated by the Russians. Following
their defeat, Karl XIIl and Mazepa fled to th
Russian made a strong impression on massactlks, who nursed a positive view of the Swedes

for a long period of time.

Once Russia had defeated the Ottoman Empire and the Crimean Khanate in the war of 1768
1774, the Russian Empire assumed formal control of large parts of southern Ukraine. The region,
where Gammalsvenskby is situated, was incorporated through the peaciéigék

Kaynarcan 1774 It became part of what is knowrNas/orossijaliNewRuss a 0

The Empress, Catherine Il (Catherine the Great) and the prince Potemkin subsequently
embarked on an extensive colonisation, where colonialists were called in from different parts of
Europe to populate the newly acquired regions. The colonisation wagyafiesed by the

army or local authorities, which parcelled land and divided it among the colonists.

The Cossacks in the region were granted new roles as border guards in the imperial service.
When the Svenskbybor arrived in 1782, they were said to have been cordially greeted by the local
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Cossacks. The positive view of Swedes |ived
Russian and the alliance with Mazepa. The Cossacks helped the Swedes to settle down and to
build temporary housing by wayemljankari.e. dugouts or eastiouses dug into the ground

and with a roof.

The{ dSyajloeoz2NRa IyR %YASAQ] Il a
The Svenskbybor are a group of people origin
Ukraine. Most of them were Swedish farmers from the island of Hiilumaa, just off the Estonian
coast, but there were also priscoémsar from Sweden and Germaroo@ts. Today, all

spouses of native Swedes and their offspring
family names, suchlasutas, Hoas, Hinas, Buskas, Kotz, Malmas, Sigalet, Annas, Albers, Mutas,
Hansas, Utas, Martis, Tinis, Portje, Bushmique and derive from their farms in Hiiumaa.

Hilumaan Swedes

The Svenskbybors forefathers were residents of Dagd, just off the Estonian coast, for several
hundred years. They probably came from the eastern part of the Nyland (Uusimaa) coast in
Finland some time in the™&ntury. At that time, this region was part of the Swedish Empire.
Indications of Uusimaan lineage are: the dialect is similar to the Eastern Swedish dialect which is
spoken in Eastern Uusimaa, the local costume is identical to the Uusimaan peassrdmdstum

the Hilumaan Swedish runic calendldr,i ch adheres to the saints?©o
bishop in Abo.

In 1228, the north end of Hiilumaa was described as a wasteland or desolate island. The conflicts
of the Crusades had probably driven the islanders to flight, or perhaps they had been killed.
Christianity was accomplished in 1254, and the island washditviaesth the newly established

diocese Saareraéek, which was granted the western region and The Teutonic Order, which

was granted the eastern region. That year, there were a few villages in existence in Hiiumaa. They
were probably Estonian villages wilonists from the neighbouring island of Saaremaa. There

might have been a Swedish settlement in thetade dagly 14 century. Swedish occupation

may have taken place after 1343, when the large Estonian peasant revolt was crushed. This led to
the desolation of the Estonian villages, which paved the way for Swedish fiahmereto

settle there. But, as was mentiandhde introduction, the Finnish Eastern Uusimaa is singled

out as being the domicile of these Hilumaan Swedes. A fact thabipraissed in statements

from the 17 and 18 centuries. Fisherméarmers are claimed to have been granted the right to
settlement in return for taxes paid with fish. Perhaps the Hanseatic League, the merchant
organisation, played some role in this occupancy. It was of utmost importance todréve prop
Christianised inhabitants along the fairways, who could be of assistance at shipwrecks and pilot
the ships when necessary. Delivery of fish, for example, was extremely important for the church
on days ofasting.

Life inHilumaa
Gradually, the Hiluma&wedes also began to engage in agriculture, even though most of them
were always in proximity of the coast for fishing and hunting. Several of them beo&iale jack
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trades. They settled in the two northernmost fiscal districts (vackor) in Hilumaa. These districts
were named after their main villaBsicks (Reigi) and Kiertil (Kéardla). The Hilumaan Swedes

are first mentioned in records in 1470, when the TeutorecrOéds b ai | i f f, who | i
Castle in the north of Saaremaa, issued a charter for the Swedes in Hiilumaa with exemption from
all boon work duties in return for an annual fee of 20 Riga marks. Notwithstanding, the

Estonians continued to be in serdg&uln 1508, the Swedish places of residence were restricted

to the two fiscal areas in the north; any Swede who settled outside these regions was regarded as
an Estonian in servitude. Certain changes occurred for the Hiiumaan Swedes during the

Northern Se e n Y e a r s1&70WEhe Te(tdnis ©r8er domination came to an end and

the regions of Wiek (Ldane County) and Hiiumaa were conquered by Swedish troops. At this
time, 1565, about 630 pe o pdfigaltistricte thearnmed Hi i u ma
their living as smallholders, engaging in fishing, seal hunting, agriculture and livestock farming.
Some farmers produced tar and mortar for sale. They also built ships and were skippers who
traded in towns around the Baltic Sea, like most otedisBwoastal dwellers.

Theb 2 0 f S Yes6 Q&

The Northern Seven Yearso®6 War found Sweden a
Through the peace treaty of Stettin in 1570, Sweden lost Skane, but had conquered Hiiumaa. As
remuneration, the noblemen, who fought for Sweden, were granted fiefscatedhdisd was

sold. This resulted in the Estonian Swedish farmers becoming subjugated to Swedish and

German feudal lords between 1590 and 1630 in pace with the noblemen being enfeoffed with
more and more land by the Crown. Some Estonian Swedish vélegezed to the ground

when noblemen built their estates.

Count Jacob de la Gardie wesnted the fiefdom of Hiilumaa in 1620 and purchased the island
four years later. From having been privileged Swedish freeholders, the inhabitants then became
tenant farmers under a private owner, who assumed the right to demand the same taxes both
from Svedes and Estonian serfs. A large Estonian WWiargessaare, southwesRdficks

(Reigi)t h e S ergedtgillage, was razed to make room for the Hohenholm Estate. With the
establishment of Roéicks Parish in 1627, faged were transferred to the Hohenholm Estate

for tax purposes.

When Axellulius De la Gardie inherited Hiiumaa from his fatl&55 thef a r nsiuationd
deteriorated. In 1658eretracted their right conduct independent trading in mortar and cattle.

Thus began an uninterrupted series of legal proeelssesthe Swedes, through an elected
representative, tried to gain support from the King to allow them to retain their independent

status. The Estonian Swedish districts, including Hilumaa, were returned to the Crown through
Karl Xl 0s Grteed® ORedaoti oheof ar medteshanbecame 0c
farmers who paid tax to the Crown. Hiiumaa remained under Swedish rule until 1710.

Hiilumaa Became Russian

The Great Northern War broke out in 1700 and farmers were forced to send boatsmen to the
Swedish navy. In 1710, the final Swedish troops in the Baltic surrendered. Russia assumed
control and following the Treaty of Nystad in 1721, the Baltic provincabyftsecame Russian
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territory. In the wake of the war, a bout of bubonic plague broke out in the Baltic provinces in
17101711, when one third of the Swedish population in Hiilumaa died.

Hiiumaawas governed by the Russian Monarchy from 1721 to 1755. During this period, the

island was leased to various officers and noblemen. In 1740, serfdom was introduced in Estonia,
but the Swedes could still assert their personal independence. In 17&te Whasastturned to

Axel Julius®6 granddaughter, Ebba Margareta d
the Swedish village of Kardla was exempted and remained part ofthensthfeadras. The

estate was leased to German noblemen and remassathRuatil 1799. The inhabitants of this

village were never granted permission to emigrate to Ukraine in 1781. The new estate owner of
Roicks began to treat all her subjects as serfs. This led to social unrest, which augmented in the
1770s. When her sdfarl Magnus Stenbock inherited the Hohenholm estate, he even dismissed
the Swedes, and attempted to evict them in 1779. The Hiiumaan farmers fought for their

freedom and Count Stenbock was obliged to acquiesce. The troublesome farmers, however, were
dismised. 117 farmers and 8 crofters were obliged to move out by March 1781 at the latest.

Following a legal ruling, which Karl Magnus Stenbock lost, the estate in Hilumaa was sold to
Baron Otto Reinhold Ludvig von Ungé&ternberg. Ungei®tenberg wished to reach some

kind of settlement with the Swedes, but by then the whole matter hacheastedtion of the
imperial court. The rulggrigorij Potemkin, whassumed futesponsibility for the entire
newlyconquered New Russian province by Turkey, had promised the Empress Catherine Il that
he would populate and reclaim the land in the jgeavim 1762, a manifesto was issued inviting
people of different nationalities to settle in Russia. The farmers were offered extremely
advantageous conditions such as tax exemption, housing and provisions, etc, as well as
permanent exemption from militagnscription. More than 100 colonies were established in the
steppes in the Volga region between 1765 and 1770. Most of them were German. At the behest
of Potemkin, t he 0&ragcdtha the Hiilsnaan Swiedea wodlld bea s 0
relocated to thehores of the River Opro.

On 10" August 1781, at least 967 people left Hiiunadfaof whom were women, to embark on

a |l ong tr ek t dNowrbssiyaGovargordie a(lNeewd Ruhsesiéa) i n pr ¢
Ukraine. A company of soldiers from the Kasan cavalry under the command of Captain

Makaretov would accompany the caravan of people. The Hiiumaan Swedes took along horses,
draught animals and carts. The trek passed througiakstd Latvia (then Livland) through

Belarus via Pskov, down to Resjetilovka, where the winter camp was set up. It was in use until
April the following year

The Establishment of Gammalsvenskby

535 Swedes arrived at their new abodé iayl 1782; only a few were children or elderly. The
trek had been extremely harsh, partly because it took place in the winter, partly because of
smallpox among the children and other epidemics which caused recurring misery. At least 345
people had died dag the trek. At their designated location there was nothing of all that had
been promised; no nevidyilt houses and no reastywn fields. The colonisation began slowly.
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At first, they lived in dugouts, Cossack style; thesdledZemljankorcomprised four walls,

three of which were dug into the ground and often merely comprised soil. The 127 households
from Hiiumaa, however, were granted land for 200 families, which meant that several landless
younger brothers were allocated the same acféage as their elder brothers. Each of these
families received 60 dessiatins (c. 65 ha) of land to cultivate, making a total of 12,000 dessiatins
(c. 13,000 ha). The administeatientre was called Beryslav and the colony or village came to be
called Svedska kolonija. The first settlement stretched from Gammalsvenskby up towards what
would become the German village of Klosterdorf, some twenty years later. Windmills were built
on hgher level land soutouthwest of the village; this would later bedsdimhausendorf
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Mapshowing therek from DagdHiiumaatill Srenskbyp/Zmiivka. Jérgen Hedman 1992.

The Pioneer Period

During the first years, mortality was high, particularly due to gastrointestinal diseases, and in
March 1783 only 135 people were still alive; 71 men and 64 women. Ten years later, a small
group of Swedish prisoneswar f r om Gu st avsiawerk ttassfemed totha gai ns
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village. They had been released from their prsbwar camp in Crimea, on condition that
they settled in Russia. Four of them married Svenskby women and remained in the village, giving
rise to the namédorberg, HernbergndWestberg.

At the new settlement, farmers were confronted with unfamiliar conditions. The climate was
different with humid, tropical heat and long periods of drought. Within agriculture, it was
necessary to try out new crops. Fishing also presented new challeagbfexgnt type of

fish, such as sturgeon and carp, but they gradually learned new methods of fishing.

Some years later, the monasggigorijevskij Bizukov Monastyas established north of
Gammalsvenskby, at the location ofafygorozhian Cossaéks f or t r ess. The mon:
important outpost for the Russian Orthodox faith. It was once the foremost monastery in

Ukraine next t&yjiv Pechersk Lavia Kyjiv. It was known for its astounding beauty, with large
buildings and gardens. And they helped the settlers to rectify their situation in their new colonies.
Within short, a rectory was built in Gammalsvenskby. A simple timber cruciform church was

built nextto the rectory in 1787. The church could seat 200 people, and was in existence for 100
years. Between 1782 and 1788, Gammalsvenskby had its own priest, but when the reverend
Johan Adolph Europaeus left the village, the parishioners were annexed toahg&esh in
Josefsthal. A large churchyard was established in the"eahturg, just southwest of the

rectory. In 1799, the New Russian Guardianship Office was set up under the supervision of
Chief Justice Samuel Contenius, who was German. It was intended to control all foreign colonies
in the New Russian Governorate, astsathe newlounded colonies with advice, practical

aid, funding and goods. The Swedish colonists and prisiowers according to the Contenius

report, diligently took goasre of their farming. They grew wheat, barley and eye, but

experienced difficult agricultural conditions on land at high levels, which was exposed to drought
and steppe rats. The pasturelands on the islets in the Rpvey limwwever, were good, and the
villagers were successful in their fishing. The village then had 148 inhabitants.

m‘ﬂmﬂ/

"xuﬁ'an.g/{ewaf xt l/ f

Map fromThe French
¢ National Archives.

The Village in the ¥9Century

According to records from 1801, si xj opienoeprlse, w
one was a bl acksmith, one was an innkeeper a
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Guardianship Office knew that there was a ma
acquisition of weaving |l ooms. Contenius, how
and the fertile meadows and hdritnebftetege Wwaed
increased. However, in 1803 it was reported
seine fishing. They caught pike, perch, roac
year, an intensi vse icraunhpaatieg nmiwjarsa tsitoanr tteod Neow |
di fferent countries. At that time, the Swedi
colonists arrived and established three new
Austria and W¢rde@emnbdceclgl,bampaendorf with 20 fam
and Schl esi en. Both villages were situated s
already a small windmill at M¢hl hausendor f,
t he mdiainu Swedes. Houses were erected in a sin
established in 1805 north of Gammal svenskby,
Mai nz and Kurpfaltz. The new vi lolnaggeeds twer e a
Gammal svenskby. This meant that the Hiiumaan
l and, which I ed to radical changes in agricu
and more became | andl eslsalmaonuwr éhrasd. tlon mh&kk6 ,a tl
i nhabitants and 40 .families in Gammal svenskb
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11



Cultural Environment Plan for Gammalsvenskby/Zmijivka in Ukraine

which were merino sheep. Another initiative
white mulberry, which was used togaoekdtgil k
wool, in combination with pThée esspomnat i ove aofe
Swedi sh women as excellent artisans was wide

profit on the market.

Il n 1825, the four villages had 114 families
pl oughs and 30 weaving |l ooms. Rye and wheat
peas were grown. Apart fromtl2beesci dompsi BI

apple, 21 pear, 46 plum, 104 cherry, as wel/l
only 50 people in Gammal'seehsklpy Hhde beenape
But what prevai |lferdonrm rtohme Hli d ugnaag e ,apiamdl uded

|l ayout, customs, festival traditions, tales
i nhabitants suffered from serious illnesses
The village was | ar gpleyakii gl ptedgh BferOam t(Tlhet e

contact took pl afSwedinsHh 8Bbhamwmd ci at Fiwmmo had
Kherson. The next visitor tSovetdhhe |vinlgluagde, Jhod
Wil helm Lagus in 1852. He was extremely inte
|l ivi mgdandotes of his i mpressions and the in
owned about 65 hectares of | and. The summer s
rye, maize, some beans and peas amkddehRBirdéy a
Dnpirppr ovi ded good pastureland for cows, sheep
reeds for roofing and firewood. Fishing was
Both |l and and sea birds wer e hLuangtuesd ,a lisnoc |duedsic
the buildings. The dwelling houses stood wit
out wards, facing the road. They were built o
bank. The buildingsewdse MTbobwe &nd Bhbdobéva keio®
when Russia annexed the principalities of Mo
sovereignty. I n 1854, France and Great Brita
Empire, just Sihakdinhhe. KRugdom whs forced to
The war meant that many soldiers were | odged
them and a cholera epidemic broke out. Up to
di éadl most a sixth of the village inhabitants

Af ter the Cri meanunWMaer,we@atmnaa | cshvaenngsek biyn st r u c |
redistributed and three wide main streets wi
both for fire protection and to create space
Taknesg-r dsagat@dwiebe catmeeet , |l ined on each si
trees. I'n 1941, the pavEeRemhit Riod e ne)as pa keturddoea o
species which was said to be domi neanteadm 18
128 x 642m (A8, 1Nh2 miverside, the -melolf.t erhsed C

|l ack of I and steadily i ncreased and in 1860
to make ends meet, and they were obliged to
Il n 1871, a Russification campaign took pl ace
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Russian colonistsd state within the state wa
to the Swedish municipality. Russian became
province town. The formerowegrsdlelm, owhemnr edbfy tthh
worked | and and farmers were hereditary wuser
owners of their | and. By means of | egal proc
German neighboursapwhopthaeyedl asomedohatdhe | a
all ocated to the Hiiumaan Swedes. The court,
established right to their | and and thus, th

Il n 1872, Gammal svenskby comprised 40 farms e
withkhes2ifatliamsd. Shortly afterwards, a gener al
gradually became more acut e. I n 1874, the fr
countryods defence. The service rtsi,meifxorofc avhp
were in active service. The el dest son was e
Germans and Swedeass ar &g ®@racddd otf hipr omi se grant e
colonisation contract. The SvenskbDblybroki smrer e
War of771&@nh@6 in the Rusdiban Mampyarnyeosue gWare ngf sk
familiegdecmadenthie® | eave their home village.

In 1881, the village was visited by a linguist from Helsinki, Doc. Herman Albert Vendell. He
described the inhabitantsd | arge gardens wit
Trees included acacia, poplar, elderflower, a few vines, Imjps, oot vegetables such as

zucchinis and cikoria, and flowers. There were 40 farms in the village. The houses were built of
rendered limestone and furnished with tall roofs, just as in the Swedish communities in Hilumaa,
Estonia and Livland. The flooasvmade of stamped clay. There was a living roor8andr2

rooms. Vendel mentioned that O0A small herb w
as twigs on the floor in the Gotlandic cotta
of the village had increased to 565 people. Then the lack of land was even more accentuated.

In 1883, the teacher Konstantin Reinhold Wahlbeck arrived in Gammalsvenskby and stayed for a
couple of years. He recorded the harvest yield. Wheat, rye, barley, oats, lentils and millet were
cultivated. The summers could be very hot, which led to poesteasuch as potato growing,

but on the other hand the islets in the Rivepidrmften provided good access to pasture and

fodder. When the heat was intensive, harvesting was preferably done in moonlight at night.
Pomiculture is described as an importardisgleMulberries, cherries, plums, pears, bergamots
(apples), apricots, zhats, cucumbers, melons and grapes were cultivated.

It was not until 1883 that the communal Ger®wardish Lutheran congregation in
Gammalsvenskby became an independent parish. All Lutherans in the district, irrespective of
nationality belonged to this parish. The priests of the parish were Swedistnoth@nmost

often the sexton had to read from the Book of Homilies (sermons) and the Bible in Swedish in
his own church. Prior to the First World War, good relations could be established with the
Swedish parish in St. Petersburg, and a number of S\idiish were offered the opportunity

to enrol at the boarding school in the capital.
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The old wooden church was by then in very poor shape and too small. The need of a new church
was great. With contributions from Russia, Finland, Sweden and North America, and through
donations, including one from Prince Carl, they managed to amassass20)090 roubles for

the building of a new church. A duel with the Germans emerged, as they also planned to build a
church on the border between Miuhlhausendorf and Schlangendorf. A parish hall would also be
built next to the church. The Swedes completaddhurch first; at midsummer 1885 the new

church stood dedicated to John the Apostle. The church was surrounded by a stone wall. It had a
tin roof with a golden dome, crowned with a golden cross. It seated 500 people, as well as a
gallery for a further 100 people. The church interior was decorated with altar paintings, and there
was a church organ, two chandeliers, etc. The German clucompleted two years later.

30 Years of Prosperity

Peace and prosperity prevailed for the next thirty Jear@rmers had the means to build their

own houses. The most affluent could purchase a tin or tiled roof. One cause of concern was the
continued lack of land, as mentioned earlier. This led to several villagers emigrating, mainly to
Canada, where it watdll possible to acquire land free of chiargfee 1890s, but some moved to
Siberia. Altogether, some hundred Svenskbybor emigrated to Canada between 1886 and 1926.

Maize began to be cultivated on a large scale in 1890. New agricultural tools were introduced and
in 1897, a multitude of orchards were established. The village plots of land were now completely
embedded in these horticultural activities. Vineyards atrgftlsvarde in the south yielded c.
40,000 litres in a good year.

Victor Hugo Wickstrom from Ostersund visited Gammalsvenskby in 1899. Then the village had
600 inhabitants, 110 of whom formed families and 70 were landowners. The prosperous families
lived in large, spacious and light houses with whitewashed, rendeaed \walhted wooden

floors. The poorer people live in cramped, dark houses with stamped earth. A fire broke out in
1903 and caused great losses to the village. During bleéwesn Russia and Japan in-1904

1905, 15 young men from the village were drafted to the front. The Japanese troops were
unquestionably superior, and the war proved to be a disaster for Russia. Some of the blame was
put on German officers, who were ofténable birth. This became the beginning of a largely
widespread hatred of the Germans. A rebellion broke out it 9@®between German
colonists and the Russians. The Russians® xe
colonists, who weregarded as a tool for the conservative repressive regime.

Agricul tur al met hods continued-phoceévébop re
was I mplemented between 1908 and 1912. Il n 19
there were 105 | andowner s. Tinwortlbberas, nuanbev e
increased, which | ed to economic and soci al
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The First World War and the Revolution of 1917

The First World War br oke o uHungannandGermndny. ARuU S s i
general mobilisation was instigated in autumn 1914. 130 men were recruited from

Gammal svenskby, either to fight ae@momysit t he
rock bottom in the war, and step by step they lost one battle after another against Germany and
Austria on the West Frofithe antiGerman atmosphere in the country grew stronger.

In March 1917, Czar Nicholas Il abdicated. His brother refused to take over, which led to the

parliamentds standing committee taking over
member of the committee Kerenskij. In October 1917, the small Botetrgvseized power
through a coup do®tat, marking the outbreak

with Vladimir Lenin as the chairman. Censorship was introduced and church property was
confiscatedMost of the conscripts were granted homneelén late autunthat year and

returned homejuite a number were attracted by the new socialistidtaness pr i ng 1918,
Landl ess Associationd was f or memindedyoutlida mmal s v
formed 6The Red Tribunal déd, which was to work
capital by stealing from and threatening Jews in Nova®Bemysre many Jews had settled

down. The Bolsheviks ravaged Gammalsvenskby on three occasions. Part of their programme
was to redistribute land fndarge landowners to those with little land or the landless. Any

criticism was met with reprisals. After a truce in 1917, Germany negotiated with the independent
state that had been formed as Ukraine. They marched into Ukraine in 1918 and offered

temporay protection from the Bolsheviks. The Germans left Ukraine in 1919, and during the
following civil war, which broke out in the same year between the Whites and the Reds,
Gammalsvenskby was plundered and some villagers were murdered, although tlits village in
entirety survived. The Red Army, however, took almost everything from the village, such as
livestock, grain, etc.

1921 was a year of extreme drought and mass starvation. There was neither sowing seed nor
cattle. In 1919, the village had had 610 horses and 580 cattle. One year later there were just 63
emaciated nags and some seventy scrawny cows. 80 villagersathattiobm Several relief

supplies were sent from Sweden, some from the Red Cross. The situation was also acute in 1922.
Further relief supplies arrived from Sweden with provisions, agricultural machines, milk
separators, clothes, cloth, a small lilradtyequipment for a smaller village hospital.

Ukraine Annexed by the Soviet Union

In 1923, Ukraine was annexed by the Soviet Union. In the same year, an extensive land reform
was | mplemented with distribution of | and ac
wor kers and | and for the f 3waouldbesvtededouTflom af f |
the village<ither they would be liquidated, or relegated to work camps in Sibetiajoede

to be miners. In Ukraine, large noble estates would be converted iotersdtearms,
6sovkhozer 6. Tphrededaecarding o damily dized €he larelless would also be
granted landl'he farmers received their inherited right to work the land, but the state reserved

the right of ownership.
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In Gammalsvenskbiand could be acquired by those who moved out to the newly established
daughter settlements in the steppe; to Nysvenskby or to Svensaker. 55 farmers applied to work
the land at each location. However, only Nysvenskby, situated some 18 km west of
Gammalsgnskby, managed to become a true village before 1929. The church and rectory were
nationalised and religion was no longer allowed to be taught to youngsters under the age of 18.

In 1927, 136 Svenskbylsagned a petition directed to Sweden and Canada, where they begged

for help in obtaining a joint emigration permit. This year saw harvest failure and in spring 1928
there was hardly any seed left for sowing. A new famine was imminent. Again, retitef shipme
arrived from Sweden, but this time, the crisis was not as serious at922.99@netheless,

the villagersd taxes had to be paid, which d
assets could be dispensed with. Apart from taxati@uttiwities also requisitioned grain, but

this was confiscated, not paid for. Those who protested were regarded a®coluti@nary.

The notion of emigration grew in intensity. OhJMe 1928, a village council was held, when

almost all of the 492 eligible voters voted for an application for an emigration permit.

Home to Sweden in 1929

In spring 1929, the Svenskbybor were granted permission to emigrate by the Soviet authorities
and permission to immigrate by the Swedish government. This was only valid for Swedes
domiciled in Gammalsvenskby. The Ameffigaded Jewish association Agoat, would

redeem the farms in the village. OhXRBy 1929, everyone except two who changed their

minds, left the village and joined two Russian river steamers for the first stage down to Kherson.
On the following day, 885 people boarded the TurkisFistian. Early in the morning of"26

July, the ship Constanta docked in Rumania and from there the journey continued by train up
through Europe. The group arrived in Trelleborg via the German SasshaAzgusL

However, life in Sweden did not turn out as many Svenskbybor had envisaged. They were not
allowed to |Ilive as a community and not run t
6agricultural trainingd on Swashiokehofmisttusdt e s .
against them, they who had been landowning farmers all their lives. Some also had to work as

The church in the villakefore the departr929. 20
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contractabourers and felt that they were being exploited. The situation at some work places was
often marked by a high degree of tension. In August 1929, an emigration to Canada was
discussed. Some twenty Svenskbybor wished to move there.

Returnees t@sammalsvenskby

About a year later, 243 S\wdaybor decided to return to their home village, and in 1931 there

were 260 permanent residents in 6Red Svenskb
people who returned in 192931, only a few were convinced communists. The others returned

for family reasons. Some fifteen Swedes, who had not joined the emigrants to Sweden, were left

in the village; of these, three young men had served in the Red Army. The returnees could return
to their homes when they arrived batkevillage. Many of them moved into the houses that

had belonged to the families who had remained in Sweden or moved to Canada. Some houses
accommodated Jews or Germans. These had to move to other homes.

1929 marked the introduction of the collectivisation of agriculture in the Soviet Union. This

meant a scalled dekulakisation, where affluent farmers with political influence were regarded as
0cl ass enemiesd and wer atwassyfieiénttehdve enipmyedb e c | a
farmhands or own more than two horses. Their property was expropriated. Affluent farmers with
no political authority could reméduat were deprived of all owned property. Forced

collectivisation and dekulakisation lemltor ecessi on i n the countryds
and willingness to take care of and run larger farms wezgistent. The harvest in 1931 was

good, but a catastrophic failure in 18323, which led to disastrous famine. Four million
inhabitantglied in Ukraine. In Gammalsvenskby, people managed quite well, although some
deaths can be directly related to the starvation.

In 1930, the Communist International in Moscow sent about ten trained Swedish communists to
the village to organise the agricultural <col
(Sjvedkompatrtijan the village. The ecclesiastical buildings degenerated. The church was closed
and the church service building was used asaflesbculture centre for party and collective

meetings, dance halls or storehouses, sheds, etc. The tower was pulldd®@8whlater

became a storeroom for mineral fertilisers amtuay became a ruin.

The freelance journalist Alma Braathen visited Gammalsvenskby in 1932. She described an
environment with low, whitewashed houses thatched with straw, surrounded by cultivated land

with cotton, mai ze and sunr os euberrygréve. Thdye ou't
extracted a smooth thread from the silkworms, which was knitted into their socks to make them
more durable. 6 There were | argetbobokadcohpmas

At that time, they grew wheat, rye, barldyoats, and there were orchards with grapes, pears

and apricots, etc. There were also plans to redirect operations to dairy livestock, something which
never materialised. In the latter part of the 1930s, mainly cotton was grown, followed by autumn
wheat, ats, barley, millet, sunrose, maize, potatoes, lucerne and silage. Water melons were also
grown. There were about 1,200 hectares of crop fields, half of which were fallow every year.

Following the great famine in 19333, dissatisfaction with the Soviet authorities increased.
This led to persecution with purges and deportations. The political terror culminated in 1937
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1938. As an example, contacts with foreign countries were deemed as criminal acts. In the latter
half of the 1930s, 22 Svenskbybor from Gammalsvenskby were abducted to be executed for anti
Soviet activities. The blame actually rested on some locas vitlelyeling Swedes, who turned
informers. This created a reign of terror with great fear and distrust in the villages. Nobody relied
on anybody. At this time, the teaching of the Swedish language was also prohibited in the village,
and the schoolwasaod . The chil dren wer e nddhe Estohidnowed t
Swedish dialeétin their breaks. Collectivisation and purges totally shattered the farming

fellowship.

The church in Gammalsvenskby in the 1930s, after the tower had been demolished and
on the church walls had been chipped away.

The Second World War

Germany initiated Operation Barbarossa, a war of aggression against the Soviet Union in 1941.

At first it was successful. The Germans, having captured the part of Ukraine that incorporated
Gammalsvenskby, then compiled a record of the village in 19 Ww@itee500 inhabitants, 265

of whom were Swedes, 68 Ukrainian and the rest Germans. The houses were in poor condition
and the gardens neglected. Many of the horses, cows, sheep and pigs were taken away when the
war broke out. Vegetables and tobacco wikiikivated. The pavements were lined with

acacia trees. In Gammalsvenskby, the younger relatives of those villagers, who had been abductec
in the 1930s, collected material to be used as indictments against those responsible. These were
held accountable 1942 and executed after brief trials.
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The German armed forcesd interest and wish t
Gammalsvensklrgsted on the fact that there were many Germans there, and that Swedes, like
Ger mans came tVoksdedsclie!l @ 6 doikinkEhe \tblksaestsche were part

of plans for the integration of expatriate Germans in the national socialistic Germany.

Gammal svenskby was placed under ReithMinistiyvi | ad
for the Occupied Eastern Territoéies ( 3 8 G, 30ndllin ikhabitants). The farmer

collective was preserved in order to provide for the war machine. Several of the young men in the
village were recruited and forced into service in the Wehrmacht, the German defence forces, as
interpreters, coachmen and chauffeurs.

: SR - o o
A map of Gammalsvenskby, drawn on August 29, 1942, during the German odBupeé&ssel.

On 24" October 1943, when the war took a new course, the German authorities also evacuated
the Svenskbybor. They were to be relocated to Krotoschyn in Poland, which the Germans
wished to colonise with Germans. They had to go there on foot and with cartghelalf of

villagers were transported by train to Offenburg in Baden in Western Germanyl 944943

the village was in the hands of the Red Army, who then occupied Kherson, Mykolaiv and Odessa
in spring 1944n the concluding phase of the war in 19d&e fifty Svenskbybor managed to

go to Sweden at various intervals. In compliance with the Yalta Agreement between the Western
powers and the Soviet Union, Soviet citizens detected in German or German occupied districts
would be sent back to the Soviatdd. At the end of the war in 1945, 150 Svenskbybor ended

up in the Russian occupied zone and were sent back to the Soviet Union. 50 villagers were also
handed over by France.
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Most of the Svenskbybor, like the Soviet Germans, were sent to the forced labour camps in
Vorkuta Komi, west of the Urals beside Barents Sea. Several died on the way and in the camp
due to malnutrition. Eventually, many Svenskbybor managed to gairopeioniesve the

labour camp and return to their home village. Some of them returned to Gammalsvenskby in
1947, but many remained longer. In the wake of the war, famine broke out 94898t

conditions gradually improved during the ensuing years.

The Post War Period

After the Second World War, the Soviet Union initiated an extensive rebuilding of the country.

By creating laregeale statewned farms, sovkhozy, and massive infrastructural projects, the
government aimed at forming the socialist state. Projectsdikeonks, canal systems and

newly created agricultural areas were swiftly and often brutally implemented. In Ukraine, this led
to a change in the landscape and entire communities were reformed. Many were severely affected
by this development. People frofffiedent parts of the union were forced to leave their homes

and move to new districts. Their language, culture and religion were oppressed. Minorities lost

the right to practise their faith, teach in their mother tongue or preserve their traditions. This

policy was also palpable in Zmijivka.

Horsedrawn wagon. In the background, the newly built, imprieespital. Now demolishetiround 1955.

After the war, GammalsvenskByafosjvedskavas renamed Verbivka and the former German
villages were also renant&chlangendolfecam& mejorka, Mihlhausenddsecame
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MichglovkaandKlosterdorfbecaméostirka.Eventually, these villages amalgamated and
formed a single entity, todayds Zmijivka.

In 1951, the Soviet Union and Poland signed an agreement of exchange of land. In the west,
three borderlands to Poland were relinquished and in return, c. 2,500 people from the
Drohobychregion were forcibly relocated to Southern Ukraine. A large group of these Boykos,
mainly from Lodyna, an Estonian group from the Carpathian Mountains, ended up in Zmijivka,
where several new streets and houses were built to accommodate the néhernslatsted
Boykos were faced with great cultural and social ghall@hey belonged to the Gr€altholic

faith, which had been subjected to harsh oppression in the Communist Era. Despite this, they
clung to their identity as Boykos, and the families preserved their language, songs, Christmas
traditions and otherculud  expr essi ons. Foll owing Ukrainedo
revert to their faith. And there is a music group who play traditional Western Ukrainian folk
music in Zmjiivka.

During the Soviet Era, two sovkhoses were established in Zmijiivka. The first one, Kolos, was
established between 1946 and 1947. They focused on agriculture, with crop cultivation and
livestock farming. The other one, in Michusjiveds established between 1958 and 1960 and
engaged villagers in horticulture, orchard farming and viticulture.

I n Iine with the Soviet Uni oModaKactowskadammo f or m
was built in 1951956after damming the River [Pno. It resulted in an enormous water

reservoir, 230 km long and 25 km wide. The project led to increased access to drinking water,
improved conditions for seafaring in the Rivepidrand enabled the building of extensive

irrigation systems in the arid southern regions in Ukraine. A largel&gtiopower station

was completed in 1956, which meant that Zmijivka was also supplied with a water system
providing drinking water to evéryusehold. No sewage system was built, however, so outdoor
privies continued to be used.

But this development was at a price. The water level in the district rose 18 metres, which meant
that parts of Gammalsvenskimded up underwater. Certain streets disappeardcaiute r j e AHn a
(Nibigatne) and Dniprovska, originalijitdoy Swedish and German colonists, survived. In
connection with the rise in water level, trees and bushes were planted in the ravines and in the
areas surrounding the village, especially between 1952 and 1960, as part of a replanting project
after thelbods.

During the Second World War, many of the houses had been damaged or destroyed. After the
war, they were rebuilt by the inhabitants of Zmijivka. They preserved their characteristic, elderly
building style with houses built of stone, and the originaliobmliwas retained.

Despite harsh oppression and adverse living conditions, the villagers maintained their dreams of
liberty. In 1953, almost all of the Swedish villagers applied to emigrate, but this was denied. In
1964, there were only 164 people left in the original Garanskiby. In 1968066, several

families were granted an emigration permit. It was not until 1988, during the glasnost and
perestrojka period, that the first group from Sweden were able to visit their ancestral village in
Ukraine.
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¢KS t SNA2R C2fft26Aay3a ! INFAYSQ;
When Ukraine and Gammalsvenskby gained independence in 1991, the village gradually rose
from the ashes. After many years of persecution and attempts at suppressing their identity during
the Soviet Era, the village and its diversity among the inhabdarsseaved their respective

cul tural heritages and their forefathersdo tr
backgrounds, but together they were now Ukrainians.

The two sovkhoses were converted into kolchoses with a colleotiugecship of the formerly
employed villagers. The system, however, did not work well and it was abandoned between 1999
and 2003. As reimbursement for unpaid wages, the former workeishddrtize buildings and

reused the material for their own me&imge then, most of them have made their living on

farming. It has mainly been srsallle production, where potatoes and carrots have been the

most important crops. Gammalsvenskby wasydarty renowned for its good potatoes. After

2010, the farmers received better payment for their potatoes, and several were able to buy small
tractors and irrigation systems for developing production.

Potab harvest
2021.

Remains of the olc
sovkhoz. 2016.
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Carrot harvest at the
Steppe2016.

Kitchen gardens
overlooking the
Dnipro. 2014

Thanksgiving
service for the
year's harves2021
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The Swedish church was a mere ruin in 1989. Then, the local Ukrainian Orthodox parish, under
the leadership of the priest Olexandr Kvitkas initiated the rebuilding of the church. It regained its
church tower and an onishaped dome was added. The chuashcansecrated in 1989 and
dedicated to the Archangel Michael. In 1992, a S\wathsian congregation was also formed

and an agreement on a joint usufructuary right was reached. Olexandr Kvitka worked in close
cooperation with the Swedish parish andchbadnly put the church at the disposition of

visiting Swedish priests, but also loaned liturgical vestments and arranged communal funerals.
For the first time in 62 years, in 1991, a Swedish mass was celebrated in the church by the priest
Kjell Knutas andhe curate Henning Herman, both Svenskby descendants. The orthodox church
celebrated their masses in line with the old Byzantine ritual. Today, Ivan Kvitka, grandson of
Olexandr, is the parish priest.

- Women working
- on the restoratior
of the church in
~  Gammalsvenskb
~  Zmijivkain 1989

o
SEes Sis SR

The church in
Gammalsvenskby
1991.
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The German Evangelistitheran parish was also registered in 1993 and the church was
renovated. A new vicarage was built next to the church and the German priest Ulrich Zenker
took up residence there. He developed the parish and initiated a cultivatbrHgravas very

popular, but moved back to Germany after some years, just like his successor. Since 2010,
services have been held by priests form the nearest lakggwitiRih, although they are also

held by lay priests, in German, Swedish anchldkral' he parish is active and runs many

activities for children and youths. It is led today by the chairperson Nina Knutas. The Roman
Catholic parish was reformed in 1993. In 1998, a chapel was built in Kostyrka, which reconnects
with the Catholic faithhich existed there through the Boykos. In 2017, a new, blue and
beauti ful church was consecrated and dedicat
The parish is very active and promotes strong group spirit, very much thanks to experiences of
former oppression.

Over the past few years, the Baptist chapel has been built beside the tumulus Storbacka. Its
function is a prayer house and place for Bible studies for a small congregation.

TheRomanCatholic
church in Kostyrka.

The retirement home in Gammalsvenskly established in 2002 and was somewhat unusual in
Ukraine. The elderly were normally cared for by their families and remained in their own home,
often along with children or relatives. This retirement home in the village was thus a unique
initiative. Tlere were 35 places for the elderly, and the home was highly appreciated. Many were
happy there and felt as it they were at home. The atmosphere was warm, with good nursing care
and healthcare in residence and friendly staff. The warden Natalya Zabluds andwarctor,

initiated and led the operation. She had a close relationship with Sweden and participated in
several study visits there. The Swedish influence can be noted in the way the home is run. When
war broke out in 2022, the elderly were evacoadatet premises.

Since 1991, many Swedish organisations and private people had helped in various ways to make
improvements in the village. Several public facilities, such as the school, the home for the elderly,
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the nurseries and health clinics have received aid by way of renovations, new windows, doors,
floors, as well as equipment such as washing machines, cookers and bassogsidtiom

O0F°r eni ngen h&walsonapdtirgmrenovatiand, also supported the most

vulnerable villagers with medicine and sick care. Since-gsn8den Bjerlestam, a Swede

domiciled in Ukraine, has arranged emergency redigé between the village @wleden

In the mid90s, Christina Sturén started to teach Shviedihe village to those who were

interested. Later, Larysa Belei succeeded her and since a2041stbec i at i on O6F°r eni
S v e n s k hgslstwulderadthe responsibility of ensuring that the teaching of Swedish
continues. This has meant that besides those who spoke Old Swedish or Swedish since
childhood, several others have learnt or maintained their knowledge of Swedish.

The location of Zmijivka has always been isolated, since the village is situated on a headland in
the River Dmro, surrounded by two ravines. This may be the reason why the village has retained
much of its hallmark. But it has also been impractical, since it has been necessary to drive via the
municipal city of Beryslav along an inferior road by the river to readlage, which was time
consuming. But that all changed in 2008.

A state visit took place that year with the Swedish King and Queen. The initiator was Lolo Sturén
who also organised the visit. In this connection, the village underwent a major refurbishment. A
new playground was built at the nursery and several of the roads in the village were asphalted.
The Swedish church was renovated and the towernvaterkA water closet was built next to

the church. The entire village was involved in cleaning and tidying the flower beds and roadsides.
A new road leading directly down to the village was also laid out and given the name
Konungsvéagen. It has been highly appeet ed by Gammal svenskbynds f
easily transport their products to markets. The owners of the Sweudishketchufactory,

Chumak, Carl Sturén and Johan Bodén put much effort into the operation and contributed with
many resources andhfis for the refurbishment.

Todayds Zmijivka, until 2022, was an oasi s i
friendly village, which had undergone a long period of adaptation and acceptance of differences.
In 2022, about 2,300 people from different backgrounds lihedvillage, often described as
6Little Europeo.

The Russian Invasion

Asearly as in 2014, in connection with the Russian annexation of Crimea, anxiety was expressed
by the village inhabitants that the dam construction at Nova Kachovka, which was situated 25 km
downstream, would be appropriated. The annexation, however finad toiCrimea.

On24'February 20 22 ;scalimeasion &tanspsof Uki@dise whstiritiated, the
dam was captured by Russian forces. Gammalsvenskby (Zmijivka) was occupied by Russia for
eight months, from 23March until 1% November 2022. During the occupation, the village
mayor was imprisoned and tortured. Many inhabitants, particularly women and children, were
obligedtoflee.On"Se pt ember 2022, a Russian illegitim
guards with automatic weapons accompanied theretgfitials from house to house. Most
villagers refused to participate; many barricaded themselves in their homes and let their dogs out
0 their barking expressed their resistance. Despite this, it was reported that 89% of the villagers
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had voted in favour of becoming part of RuB&ifore the Russian forces retreated to the other
side of the river, they destroyed the villag
the roads and riverside.

After the liberation, intensive artillery shelling towards the village began. In February 2023, a
young couple were killed in their bedroom by a tank shell fired from the other side of the river.
This was followed by a new wave of evacuation. In Maiystlaerfial bomb with an explosive

force of between 500 and 1,500 kilos fell; it destroyed many of the public buildings, such as the
school, culture centre and town hall. In the summer, incendiaries where used, which caused
extensive fires in the dwellsrgas. Altogether, about twenty civilians have been killed in the
village. No military targets have been found.

In summer 2024, the German church was destroyed by German loitering munition. Two weeks
later, the Swedish/Ukrainian Orthodox church was hit and burnt to the ground. Today, all public
buildings and most private houses are totally desttayad reported in autumn 2024 that the

Russian army on the other side of the river engagedim$ol ed o6 human safari si
targets were identified and attacked with eyon®ge grenades. Among the victims was a 50

yearold woman, killed while shvas feedingeh cow, and an 8&arold man who was fetching

water for his neighbours. In spring 2025;pmtsonnel mines were spread out along the village

streets by ranged weapons. The mines rarely lead to imdeadimbeitause severe

mutilations. Several villagers have been seriously injured by such mines.

In August 2025 only five people remained in the village, individuals who, for various reasons
cannot or will not leave. They live in the shelter of their root cellars. The village today is heavily
mined, and each attempt to engage humanitarian aid tedhwaRussian drones or artillery.

The majority of the villageds earliest inhab
Ukraine, domiciled in the immediate area or in other parts of the country. Some have been forced
to flee beyond the Ukrainibarders.
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Gammalsvenskby has been severely affected by Russia's terror bombings.
Photo: The Svenskbyborna Association, 2023.

Destroyed residential houBboto: The Svenskbyborna Association.
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Description of the Culturahkironment

After the Crimean Warr, the village has largely retained the plan drawn up in the 1850s.
Taknegardsgatan and Nealinja have been widened and every alternate farm moved from its plot.
This provided larger plots and three boulelleedstreets, crossed byesstieets. The objective

was both fire safety and to create space for grain stacks following land reclamation.
Taknegardsgatan was 40 metres wide and lined with acacia trees. The impoundment of water in
the Kachovka dam led to a rise in water level Riviee Dnpro. The riverbanks and parts of

the builtup areas were submerged under water and one of the main streets disappeared.
Otherwise, the historic plan with two main roads and side roads has largely been preserved,
although the plots of land have diminishe@¢@ s

The village buildings have been recorded on several occasions. In 1852, the homes were
described as low houses of limestone with their long sides facing the courtyards and the gables
facing the road. The limestone was quarried down by the river, weesmashaso a limestone

kiln. The roofs were thatched with reeds. An 1883 record notes gardens with walnuts, mulberries,
cherries, plums, pears, bergamots (apples), apricots, pumpkins, cucumbers, melons and grapes.
The houses were rendered. In the 189 sffllaent had large, spacious houses, light and
whitewashed, with painted wooden floors.

Before the Swedes left the village in 1929, a number of unique photos were taken, showing most
of the families in front of their houses. The houses resemble earlier descriptions, and it is easy to
determine the famil i es 0sladtied roafsiwhileshe middies. The
classes had tin roofs and the poorest hadhathed roofs. Details, such as wicker fences and

walls are also discernible.

A record from 1932 descrilmsarea with low, whitewashed houses witkthratedhed roofs,

surrounded by cultivated fields with cotton, maize and sunroses. On the outskirts there was a
grove with mulberry trees, and the orchards produced grapes, pears and apricots.

In the Second World War, the villagers were forcibly evacuated to Germany. Buildings and
gardens degenerated and the village was badly damaged. After the war, about half of the buildings
were still in ruins, and those who returned had to begin by inmgrawngiliving in hastily

renovated houses thatched with reeds.

During the Soviet Union Era, between the 1950s and the 1970s, Zmijivka underwent extensive
restructure. Several public buildings were raised: a school, culture centre, town hall and nursery,

in the standardised and rational style of the time. The buildneg®ainly constructed of

concrete blocks or concrete bricks, with an architecture which emphasised practicality, simplicity
and a massive scale. The facades were rendered or covered in white or grey and often bore artistic
features with ideological megss. A typical feature was public ornamentation with political

content: reliefs, mosaics or murals with themes such as collective work, revolution, peace or
technical advances. Cement was the predominant material. Large pieces of cast concrete were
usedgspecially for public buildings. Concrete brick was also used and eventually moulded
components were produced for walling.
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View oveitGammalsvenskbighoto taken from the church tower looking out toward the steppe il
Taknegarda. Closest is Taknegardsgata, planted with an avenue, most likely Eoacidtec£320s

4

View of Takneg-rda. | n th foreground is t
the war year of 1914. In front of the building, there is a landscaped garden with a large roundz
cultivation plots. Closest to the viewehéswooden fence that surrounded the church, with posts

by small crosses. To the right, the main street is partially visible.
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Photos from Gammalsvenskby from the late 1920s showing buildings
with various designs, roofing materials, and different types of fences.

Building constructe
of limestone with

plastered walls. Th
roof is thatched wit
reedsThe windows
have heavily profile
lintels and shutters

Building constructed of
limestone with plastere
walls. Gable made of
wood. The roof is
covered with thatch. Th
plot is enclosed by a
woven fence.

Building constructed «
limestone with plastel
walls. Roof covered
with tiles. Gable mad
of unplastered
limestone.
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